Broads Authority

Standards Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2006

Present:

Mr M Cook (in the Chair)




Mr N Hancox




Mr A S Mallett




Ms R Varma

In Attendance:
Mr R Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services 

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor

1
Apologies


Apologies for absence were received from Mr S Revell.

2.  
Appointment of Chairman

The Head of Administration and Committee Services invited nominations for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Cook be nominated as Chairman. 

There being no other nominations, it was 

RESOLVED

that Mr Cook be appointed as Chairman of the Standards Committee for the forthcoming year.

3
Minutes


The minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

4
Declarations of Interest
Members expressed declarations of interest as set out in Appendix 1 to these minutes.

5.
Appointment of Vice Chairman

It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Mallett be appointed Vice Chairman of the Committee for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations it was

RESOLVED

that Mr Mallett be appointed as Vice Chairman of the Committee for the forthcoming year.

6
Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: Discussion Paper from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister


The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor.  The discussion paper from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister was attached as an Appendix to his report.


The Committee felt that one of the issues that they would wish to raise was the need for any advice/directives issued by the Government to be as clear, comprehensible and short as possible.


It was noted that the proposal to localise investigations was the major change being put forward.  It was anticipated that the Standards Board would advise about the level of penalties that could be imposed.  At the moment the maximum suspension that a Standards Committee could impose was three months whilst the Standards Board could suspend a member for up to five years.  The Committee was not quite clear about the appeals process and whether from a Standards Committee this would be to the Standards Board or the High Court.  This needed to be clarified.


It was noted that the Government paper stated that recruiting independent members of a suitable calibre continued to be an issue and that the proposals regarding joint recruitment with other authorities could be helpful.


Reference was made to page 51 of the Government’s paper (page 66 of the agenda) concerning the issue of respect and whether it should be highlighted as part of members’ Code of Conduct Training.  The Solicitor reported that in his experience of local public bodies participating individuals were careful in the way they communicated at meetings.


RESOLVED

(i) to request the Solicitor to formulate a response based on the comments outlined above: and

(ii) to record the Committee’s appreciation for the Solicitor’s clear and succinct report on the issue.    

7
Standards Committee Members Attendance at Broads Authority and Committee Meetings


The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that the situation in relation to independent members of the Standards Committee and their attendance at the meetings of the Authority and its Committees had recently been clarified.  It was felt appropriate that, if they so wished, they should be able to attend the presentations held on the morning of Authority meetings, as well the meeting of the Authority and its Committees and that they should be permitted to remain in attendance when exempt items were under discussion. 


The Chairman welcomed this development as he felt it would assist independent Standards Committee members in having a greater knowledge of the topical issues in the Authority at any one time.  He also felt it would be of value if members of the Standards Committee members could attend other meetings on a reasonably regular basis in order to raise the profile of the whole issue of standards amongst other members.


It was agreed that the members of the Standards Committee should receive full copies of agendas for all meetings of the Authority and its Committees.


RESOLVED


to welcome the new arrangement as outlined by the Head of Administration and Committee Services.  

8
Details of Training Sessions for Members on Local Investigations and Hearings


The Solicitor reported that the County Council had organised a half day of training for local Standards Committee members on local investigations and hearings.  The training would take place on the afternoon of Tuesday 21 March at County Hall and would be led by Melanie Carter an independent member on Brighton and Hove Council’s Standards Committee.  Members of the Authority’s Standards Committee were invited to attend.


The Committee watched a DVD produced by the Standards Board on Local Investigations and Hearings.


RESOLVED

that the Chairman and Vice Chairman attend the training session as detailed above. 

9
Code of Conduct: Broads Authority Member Training


The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that all the current members of the Authority had received Code of Conduct Training with the exception of the new member, Mr Woodcock, and Mr Dorrington.  He would, in consultation with the Solicitor, seek to set up a training session for these members on the morning of the Authority’s meeting on 24 March.


The Chairman felt that there could be benefit in the Standards Board’s   DVD on Local Investigations and Hearings being shown to all members of the Authority at one of their Friday morning briefing sessions.


RESOLVED

(i) to note the situation with regard to Code of Conduct Training; and

(ii) to request the Solicitor to investigate with the Chief Executive the possibility of the Standards Board’s DVD on Local Investigations and Hearings being shown to all members of the Authority at one of their Friday morning briefing sessions.

10
Date of Next Meeting


The Head of Administration and Committee Services reported that the next meeting of the Committee was scheduled for Wednesday 14 June at 2.00pm. However, Ms Varma was unable to attend as she had a prior commitment for the second weekend of each month.  This would have consequences for the dates of future meetings.


After some discussion it was agreed that the next meeting should be held on Tuesday 6 June at 2.00pm.  The meeting will be held at County Hall.


Thereafter the meeting dates for the Committee for 2006/07 are as follows: -


Wednesday 4 October 2006

Wednesday 7 February 2007

Wednesday 6 June 2007

Wednesday 3 October 2007.

The meeting concluded at 4.00 pm

Chairman

APPENDIX 1

Code of Conduct for Members

Declaration of Interests

Committee:

Standards Committee

Date of meeting:
15 February 2006

	Name

Please Print
	Agenda/Minute

No(s)
	Nature of Interest

(Please indicate whether the interest is a personal one or one that is also prejudicial and declare the nature of the personal interest)
	Prejudicial

(


	Alan Mallett
	9/6
	Personal – member of the Freemasons
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